Morphological polymorphism in the nematode Teladorsagia circumcincta in relation to age of larvae, infection mode and lamb characteristics in experimental conditions.
Variations in the proportion of the less-frequent morph of Teladorsagia circumcincta, T. c. trifurcata, were studied under experimental conditions. Infections with older larvae (over 7 months of age at 4 degrees C) yield a lower proportion of T. c. trifurcata compared with those obtained from fresh larvae (15 days). This phenomenon could account for the reduction in the proportion of the morph trifurcata in two isolates that were acclimated to laboratory rearing for several generations. The infection mode (single or trickle infections did not significantly modify the proportions of both morphs. The morph trifurcata was found in higher proportions (> 5.5%) in more susceptible male and/or Romanov lambs, and in lower proportions (< 2.5%) in less susceptible female and/or Mérinos d'Arles lambs.